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west of NidSwat. The name of Bitha, which means an
artificial mound, may perhaps refer to the ruined monastery
of Silabhadra.
Form this place the pilgrim proceeded for about 40 or 50
Ji, about 7 or 8 miles, to the south-west, and crossing the
Nairanjan river, entered the town of Gaya. The river is now
called Phalgu, opposite Gaya, and the name of LUdjan, or
Nil&jan, is restricted to the western branch, which joins
jthe Moh&ni 5 miles above Gaya. The town was thinly
peopled, hut it contained about 1000 families of Brahmans.
The city is still called Brahma-Gaya, to distinguish it from
Bauddh-Gaya.
At 5 or 6 Kt or 1 mile, to the south-west of the town stood
the mountain of Gay&> which was known amongst the people
of India as the divine mountain. This hill is now called
Brahm-juw, or Brahmd-yoni, and a small temple now occupies
the site of Asoka's stupa. To the south-east of the hill there
were stupas of the three Kasyapas, and to the east of them,
across a great river (the Phalgu), there was a mountain named
Po.lo.ki.pu.ti, or Prdgbodhi, which Buddha ascended for the
purpose of dwelling in silent solitude upon its summit. He
had previously spent six years in silent abstraction, but
having afterwards renounced his abstraction, he accepted some
rice and milk, and going towards the north-east, he saw this
mountain, and ascended it for the purpose of resuming his
austerities; but he was disturbed by the tremblings caused by
the fright of the god of the mountain, and descended on
the south-west side, from whence he reached the famous
Pippal-tree at Bauddha Gaya, at 15 lit or 2^ miles, to the
South-west. The last distance and bearing show that the
Prtigbodki mountain is the Moral Pahar of the present day, as
its south-west end is exactly 2i miles to the north-east of
Bauddha Gaya. Midway in the descent there was a cave, in
which Buddha rested, and sat with his legs crossed. Fa-HianJ.
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